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Abstract 
The trust factor in children’s socialization results from relatedness of trust as a systemic quality of social communication and 
the functional basis for building interpersonal relations. In a risk situation trust can provide a background for reducing 
uncertainty, overcoming alienation and for security/shelteredness attitude, however, it shows the narrowing trend and turns 
into «particularized trust». The study revealed that the risk situation analysis (based on test drawings) and the children’s 
descriptions of risk-generating situations indicated the significant fall in level of children’s trust towards unfamiliar adults. 
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1. Introduction 
A child acquires a basic feeling of trust and a basic feeling of distrust in an attempt to externalize risks and 
internalize his confidence in opportunities and a strong potential of personal trust through the process of internal 
and external environmental factors’ interaction at early stages of personal development. Basic trust is formed in 
ontogenesis and serves as «emotional inoculation against existential anxieties» [1. P. 39] starting from the first 
months when a bond between a child and outside world appears. In this period, close mother–child relations are 
the most important factors that shape trust. The nature of trust «protective cocoon» (E. Erikson) reflects these 
relations, the characteristics of the first subjects hosting emotional, cognitive and activity-based dimensions of 
trust in the course of interaction. «Trust established between an infant and its caretakers provides an ‘inoculation’ 
which screens off potential threats and dangers that even the most mundane activities of day-to-day life contain» 
[1. P. 3]. 
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It should be mentioned that a number of researchers, L. Huff and L. Kelley among them, underline the 
importance of a particular individual’s inclination to trust [2]. Different countries pay more or less attention to the 
issues of children’s development in risk environments; however, the problem’s pertinence is undisputable. A 
number of countries consider it one of their strategic goals. Thus, Romanian researchers note, «The issue of 
children at risk is one of the strategic objectives set by the National Reform Plan within Europe 2020 Strategy» 
[3. P. 2362]. 
For children themselves a risk situation largely depends on perceiving it as risky, on the situation’s image 
arising and its interpreting by a child. More or less adequate situational images appear depending on the situation 
uncertainties; these images determine the orientation system and the line of behavior. «A pre-school child does 
not really know how to operate a car, but tries to understand it by enacting driving using available substitutes, 
that is, essentially, by using emotionally colored make-believe reality in order to understand models and 
structural relations of the real world» [4]. 
The significant factor of this process is basic trust, which develops and transforms, takes on social parameters in 
the course of the individual’s interactions with the environment. Integration of trust into the individual’s 
socialization process relates to immanent trust relevance as a systemic quality of social communication and trust 
potential as a context of social development.  
Inextricable links between risk situations and possibilities are essential as well. [5]. The possibilities of change, 
transformation, risk prevention and social trust development are presented in the context of risk interpretation on 
the basis of systemic interrelations of communication, trust and uncertainty. «A constant need to act in a 
condition of uncertainty, including those in which there is a lack of time for decision making and a lack of 
information, results in risk becoming an essential signifying element in every person’s life.» [6]. 
The changeability of risk situations, the need for orientation in the uncertainty system require considering trust 
in the course of ontogenesis. Human personality in terms of ontogenesis was studied in foreign and domestic 
literature (J. Bruner, K. Levin, A.N. Leont’ev, C.R. Rogers, S.L. Rubinshtein, B.F. Skinner, G.S. Hall, E. 
Ericson, C.G. Jung). Moreover, there is the scantly number of publications concerning the development of trust, 
its social conditionality, and trust ontogenesis as a socio-psychological phenomenon (I.V. Antonenko, E. Ericson, 
C.R. Rogers, A.G. Maslow, and T.P. Scripkina). Even less attention was paid to the trust factor in the situations 
of risk (K.J. Rotenberg, B. Misztal). 
The nature of communication is essential for creating a high level of confidence in interpersonal relations 
between children and the adult world. The bonds of trust can both have an impact on developing interpersonal 
relations, emotional support, and maintain the prevention of frustration, incommunicability, reluctance of other 
people, anxiety. Trust may become a specific way to adapt to risk situations and to minimize risk (J. Neumann, 
A. Seligman). 
Developing trust in risk situations is a selective process that depends on a wide range of factors, parameters and 
conditions pertaining to the environment. Nevertheless, cognitive conditions of children’s socialization in risk 
situations can provide insufficient information for children to act, and the result is children’s intuitive world 
picture, which immanently includes generalized trust relations to other people and the environment. This can 
explain the fact that children often trust in threatening environmental factors, such as fires, transports, pedophiles, 
etc. The development of generalized trust grounds in cognizing the level and degree of other people’s 
benevolence and safety of objective world that leads to subconscious anxiety minimization in social interactions. 
While rationalizing the social world picture, the children’s confidence in their abilities to overcome risk situation 
and to extend trust potential is rising. «In contrast to the widespread assumption that young children are prone to 
uncritical credulity, recent evidence shows that they extend trust with appropriate selectivity»[7]. 
Positive setting to trust in other people, to feel psychologically safe and secure at risk conditions, to build up 
trust relationships inside children groups is established. Trust as a socio-psychological phenomenon comprises 
three basic components: cognitive (i.e. perception of the person who is trusted based on knowledge and social 
perceptions), behavioral (i.e. manifestations of trust relationships taking into account selectivity, the situation of 
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interaction, trust dynamics’ influence on the previous settings), emotional and evaluative (i.e., expectations that 
both the object of trust and the whole situation are psychologically safe, evaluation of trust-based interactions for 
a personality). As for a child, establishing cognitive and behavioral components of trust creates a foundation for 
identity feelings expressed as ways of conduct and transformative activity. In risk situations the predominance of 
trust over distrust may serve as the first step of psychosocial adaptation, since it overcomes generalized, intuitive 
image of the environment. In ontogenesis of trust, the objects of trustworthy relationship comprise more 
differentiated environmental conditions and factors and the regulative function of trust in interpersonal and 
intergroup interactions emerges.  
When a risk-generating situation occurs, trust acts as a risk-reducing mechanism giving rise to the perception of 
social environment as protected from threats which can deform personal security. «Security in modern daily life, 
which is interrupted by explosions, catastrophes, and terrorist acts, is becoming one of scarce benefits of 
existence; security is the result of cooperative efforts involving authorities, intelligence services, and the rest of 
people who save society from terrorists and other robbers of security» [8]. 
Under these circumstances it is crucial to estimate how trust is integrated into the processes of children’s group 
formation, and to what extent trust can be a basis for treating people’s communities as friendly and safe. The 
general hypothesis was that the basic feeling of trust prevails over the risk assessment of the situation.  
Since risk situations for children take place mainly in social interactions with adult strangers, there was the 
additional research of primary school children regarding their trust in adult strangers. The level of trust plays an 
important role in psychological and physical safety, and enables to identify the border between a risk situation 
and a situation bearing threat and ganger for a child (e.g. kidnapping, sexual violence, robbery, etc.). 
2. Methodology 
The study involved 52 eight-year-old schoolchildren from the town of Pervouralsk in the Sverdlovsk region. 
We relied upon M. Rosenberg’s questionnaire to define the level of trust or distrust in peers [9], [10]. Given the 
age of the respondents, the questions were adapted according to the context of child developing personality. 
Gender parameter was not differentiated in the analysis of results.  
The following scale of statements was presented:  
1. Some adults say that most people can be trusted! Other grown-ups consider that it never hurts to be cautious. 
What point of view do you agree with?  
2. Judging by your own experience of communication with schoolmates, parents, friends, could you say, that 
most people try to help others, or, on the contrary, they believe that their interests are more important?  
3. All the time you need watchful eyes, or other children and adults can cheat a child. 
4. Both adults and children think very little about your troubles when you do a complex task. 
5. Parents, children and other people have a high propensity to cooperate and facilitate to overcome the 
challenges.  
The children’s answers representing trust in people were derived from consent to items 1a, 2a, 5, as well as 
from disagreement with the statements 3 and 4. The statements reflecting the children’s distrust in parents, 
teachers and peers were localized in items 1b, 2b, 3 and 4. 
The group of respondents consisted of 26 girls and 26 boys of primary school age. The additional research was 
conducted to clarify the level of the children’s trust for unfamiliar adults, the role of their interpretation of 
interactive situations, their capacity to evaluate risks of communication with strangers in the streets. It involved 
the same 8-year-old respondents using the «Test of Children`s Trust To Unfamiliar Adults» [11], [12]. The 
methodology used consisted of 11 test drawings. The stimulus material contained schematic pictures of children 
and adults in the situations of interaction; the icons had no facial features, garment details, etc. Nevertheless, the 
pictures showed both girls and boys in the same situations (11 drawings per each group). The average diagnostic 
performance was determined by the number of «yes» and «no» answers to each of 11 drawing. Grouping the 
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drawings according to affirmative answers, which expressed the children’s trust to unfamiliar people in a 
situation depicted, was pursued through cluster analysis. As the children examined all the pictures and put their 
own interpretations on the situations depicted, the validity was evaluated by calculation of Spearman's correlation 
coefficient between the respondents’ fixed trust to unfamiliar people and their verbal descriptions of interactions. 
Correlation coefficient rs =0,92. 
3. Results and Discussion 
36 of 52 respondents – primary schoolchildren – are sure, that most people can be trusted (69%). Forty two 
children (80.7%) see adults and other children as sympathetic, ready to help other people. The optimistic views 
on cooperation prospects, opportunities of trust in business communication were revealed in 39 children (75%). 
The evaluation of distrust in people’s interrelations made by 8-year-old respondents is less optimistic. Of 52 
respondents 20 children (38.4%) agree with the adults’ view that it never hurts to be cautious in relationships 
with others. The nature of distrust based on their own interests’ prevalence at the expense of other people’s 
interests and assistance are manifested by 16 primary schoolers (30.7%). 14 respondents (26.9%) admit that the 
constant attention is needed to interrelate with the others and that there exists a risk of being cheated by other 
children or adults. 13 children (25%) mark alienation factors and unwillingness to understand children’s troubles 
in communication, cognition, transforming activities. 
In general, the study revealed a sufficiently high level of children’s trust to other people (74.9%). The 
evaluation of distrust showed a much lower average level (30.25%). Basic trust was expressed on the grounds of 
unverified children’s ideas of other people readiness to respect their interests, to cooperate, to support 
interpersonal trust. The risk to be cheated, unreasonable trust regardless of the interaction subject’s 
characteristics, the risk of egoistic approach in relations with children was considered insignificant by 8-year-old 
respondents.  
However, the additional study with the help of «Test of Children`s Trust To Unfamiliar Adults» containing 
drawings of situations where children interact with unfamiliar people, indicated that clear demonstrations of the 
situations to a child decreased the level of trust to strangers. Only 20 primary schoolers of 52 respondents showed 
trust in test drawings situations (38.4%), among girls this indicator reached 42.3%, among boys it was 57.7%. 
It should be noted that additional information on interactions with unfamiliar people (through visual images), as 
well as attempts to rationalize the situation in the course of its description and interpretation, reduced the level of 
schoolchildren’s trust practically by half. In fact, understanding and evaluating the pictures content compensated 
the lack of personal experience in situations considered, and that, in particular, allowed for minimizing risks and 
threats.  
Children’s basic trust, their feeling of identity which serves as a foundation of trust for generalized Others 
represents one of essential points to develop culture of trust. The experience of interpersonal communication 
cannot create trust to unfamiliar people and it does not include the evaluation of possible risk of putting trust in 
unworthy people. Trust as a moral value refers to the whole system of values and settings, but it is interpersonal 
trust that constitutes the basic level for people’s social interactions and can maintain its potential even after 
interactions with a man who «did not reinforce the trust» in case there is a link between the phenomena of «trust» 
and «risk». 
In situations of risk trust is not only a generalized characteristic of perception, but also a specialized setting of 
reliability and security, which prompts appropriate behavior in particular circumstances. This behavior can relate 
to the setting of predictable interpersonal and intergroup interactions or it can be focused on «particularized trust» 
aimed at a limited group without any unfamiliar people admitted. With respect to unfamiliar people, the scope of 
interpersonal and social trust is narrowing, «moralistic trust» [13] is lost. 
This research used test drawings which presented pictures of risk situations as the substitutes of real risk-
generating cases. After scrutinizing these drawings and virtually finding themselves in the situation of risk, 
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children trust in the Others decreased dramatically, and the boys showed greater social optimism toward 
unfamiliar adults thereby demonstrating a definite inclination to risk. 
4. Conclusions 
Studying the nature of the trust among primary schoolchildren, its relations to risk situations shows that the 
initial basic trust is not subject-to-subject in nature and operates as generalized trust, i.e. the trust in «the Others» 
regardless of the information about trust relation objects, situational assessments and children’s practical 
experience. Additional knowledge of social interaction factors and characteristics, children’s attempts to predict 
consequences of interaction with unfamiliar people alongside with the experience of interpersonal 
communication of 8-year-old schoolchildren decrease the level of trust to unfamiliar adults. Emotional and 
behavioural dimensions of trust are transformed together with its cognitive aspects, which provides children with 
possibilities to acquire proper meanings and values in situations of risk. 
 
The article is written under the grant of the Russian Science Foundation (project № 16-18-00032). 
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